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26. Imbecility and Deaf Mutism. —Treitel offers a statistical paper on 
the relation between imbecility and deaf mutism. The writer discusses 
the question of consanguineous marriages, and draws such conclusions- 
as the somewhat imperfect statistics permit. It appears that among the 
Jews, who are notorious for consanguineous marriages, more deaf mutes,- 
idiots and imbeciles occur than among other peoples. Marriages of rela¬ 
tives is considered unwise, and Treitel is of the opinion that such mar¬ 
riages should be at least in a measure forbidden. 

27. Hydranencephalic Twins. —Spielmeyer, in a primarily anatomical - 
article, adds to our knowledge of early acquired brain defects the de¬ 
scription of two interesting brains of twins. The cause of the hydra- 
nencephalus which existed was a destructive process due to hemorrhage, 
which partly led to a breaking down of nervous tissue directly and partly 
through necrosis resulting from the general circulatory disturbance. Evi¬ 
dence for this was found on the periphery of the defect by the presence 
of blood pigment. The assumption is made that the hemorrhagic process 
had nothing to do with an arteritis or a thrombotic or embolic closure of 
vessels, nor was it the accompaniment of an encephalitis, but rather the 
result of the extremely thin vessel walls, with anomalies resulting there¬ 
from. 

28. Epilepsy .—Finckh discusses the general subject of epilepsy on the 
basis of the histories of 250 cases received at the Tubingen Psychiatrical 
Clinic, of whom 164 were men and 86 women. This material is worked 
over from the point of view of etiology, of the relation of infantile con¬ 
vulsions to epilepsy, of the prodromal signs of the epileptic attack, of the 
epileptoid state, of the course of epilepsy, and of traumatic and late epi¬ 
lepsy. The paper is largely statistical in character, and is of value so* 
far as 230 cases may be useful in drawing general conclusions. 

E. W. Taylor (Boston). 
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1. Important Decisions in the Field of Forensic Psychiatry. Schultze. 

2. The Reichstag’s Debate Concerning Mental Defectives in the Army. - 

Konrad Alt. 

3. Sleep and Insanity. Georg Lomer. 

x. Legal Decisions .—These refer to German laws and have no interest 
for English readers. 

2. Mental Defectives in the Army .—Calls attention to the fact that 
mental defectives are often enlisted in the army, and suggests special 
training of recruiting officers in psychiatry, and a consultation of the school 
records of recruits. 

3. Sleep and Insanity .—A short general discussion of the nature of 
sleep and its relation to insanity. Sleep is never complete; that is, the 
brain as a whole does not sleep at the same time. Sensations are always 
flowing in, and where there is sensation there must be mind. This partial 
sleep has many analogies with insanity; in fact, sleep has been called a 
“transitory insanity.” The cause of sleep is the periodic recurrence of 
day and night. The waking state is an adaptation to the day; the sleep 
and dream state an adaptation to the night. To what are the variations of 
the psychoses an adaptation? This question to be answered must be investi¬ 
gated by the modern “Curve-Psychiatry,” which should take up an investi¬ 
gation of the periodicities of circulation, respiration, the effect of thermome¬ 
tric. barometric and seismic variations on the mental state for a better 
understanding of psychic periodicity. 
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1. The Vienna Researches in the Treatment of Paresis. Konrad Alt. 

2. Important Decisions in Forensic Psychiatry. Schultze. 

x. Treatment of Paresis .—On the basis of the fact long known that 
an acute febrile process often influences favorably a psychosis, a number 
of cases of paresis were treated with Koch’s tuberculin, a sufficient dose 
being given to produce a marked febrile reaction. Sixty-six cases thus 
treated compared with sixty-six similar cases not so treated gave the fol¬ 
lowing results: 

Cases treated Cases not treated 

with tuberculin. with tuberculin. 

Living . 8 5 


Died in first year year. 


39 

Died in the second year. 

. 23 

II 

Died in third year . 

. II 

6 

Died after third year . 

. 4 

5 


66 

66 


It will be noted that practically twice as many cases died during the 
first year among those not receiving tuberculin treatment. Of the number 
remaining alive those who had received treatment were in much better con¬ 
dition. These results are offered purely tentatively. 

2. Forensic Psychiatry. —Of no interest to American psychiatrists. 

(April 15.) 

1. The Legal Basis of State Care of the Insane. Marcus Wyler. 

2 . Important Decisions in Forensic Psychiatry. Schultze. 

1. State Care. —A continued article by an English jurist, legal rather 
than prsychialric in character. It will not be abstracted. 

2. Forensic Psychiatry. —Of only local interest. 

(April 22.) 

1. The Legal Basis of State Care of the Insane. Marcus Wyler. 

2. Important Decisions in Forensic Psychiatry. Schultze. 

1. State Care. —Continued article. 

2. Forensic Psychiatry. —Not to be abstracted. 

(April 29.) 

I. Schiller in His Relation to Psychiatry. O. Kern. 

1. Schiller and Psychiatry. —It is not generally known that Schiller 
studied medicine and that he was especially interested in problems of the 
mind. This article is a short analysis of two of his little-known works, 
viz., “Philosophy of Physiology” and “Relation of the Animal and Spir¬ 
itual Natures of Man.” White. 








